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Hi Christine

Attached is my statemant about Geraldo Miranda/Daniala’s cantina. Please see that the
selectmen get to read it. If you have trouble accessing it please call me at 978 461 1731.

Thanks Duncan Thorne
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To whom it mayconcern:

My nameis DuncanThorne. I’m adesignerandbuilderandlive in Stow. I’ve donea
handfull ofbuilding projectsin Acton, andasthebuilding officials in Acton canattestto
I’ve alwaysbeenabuilderwho doesn’tcut corners;everythingI do is up to snuff. I met
GeraldoMirandawhilebuilding aprojecton SchoolSt. in Acton. I’d frequenthis
tacoritofor numerouslunches. Hewasalwaysbehindthe grill with asmile.

In 2002I remodeledhis restaurantand got to know him quite well. I remodeledhis
restaurantin 40 days.I don’t thinkGeraldowasabsentfor morethananhourfor the
entireproject. Heworkedby my sideeveryday.I’ve beenabuilderfor twelveyearsand
haveneverrunacrosssomeonewith so muchdrive for hardwork. Hewould oftenspend
12 hoursa dayworking. In addition,hebroughtmeahomemadeluncheverysingleday.
I can’t sayI haveeverhadanAmericanclientbesogenerous.

Duringthecourseof theprojectsomethingstartedhappeningthatwasvery disturbing. I
would stop in at local building yards,hardwarestoresandvariousplacesandin the
courseofconversationI would explainwho Iwasworking for andI alwaysgot thesame
response.Somethinglike “Oh, be careful,he’sthat guywho burntdownthatbuilding in
Maynardorhe’sacrook”. I’d saywhere’dyouherethat. They’dsayit was in thepaper
everybodyknows.”

From my experienceI canseeGeraldohasbeenthevictim of outrageousracismfollowed
by rampantinaccuraterumorsandinnuendowhich continuesto haunthim for years.
BeingabuilderI haveemployedmanyforeign labors. A coupleyearsa go I hadtwo
blackguysfrom Senegalworking aslaborersfor me. Theyweredreamemployees.
Theydidn’t drink or smokeit wasagainsttheir religiontheyworkedhardandnever
missedaday for a shorttime I subletaroomto theseguysin Stow. Theyhadlegal
workingvisasandvalid internationaldriver’s licenses.On two different occasionswhile
driving throughMaynard,theywerepulled overby theMaynardpolice for no apparent
reason.Thepolicewouldn’t excepttheirdriver’s licenseesasvalid, impoundedtheircar
andon oneoccasionwhenaskwherethey lived and theyrespondedStow,the officer
respondedby sayingquote‘you can’t live in Stowblackguysdon’t live in Stow.’ My
modelemployeessoonmovedawaytoo NYC aplaceasstrangeasit might seemmuch
morefriendly to foreigners. Thismakesme embarasedandashamedofthe areaI live in.
This is thesamepolice forcethat investigatedGeraldoMirandafor supposedlyburning
downa building in Maynardhedidn’t own andstoodnothingto gainby.

I haveneverheardanythingnegativeaboutthepolice in Acton, but I do questionwhy
thereis oftena cruiserlurking aroundthecornerfrom his restaurant.I fear that some
peoplehaveboughtinto racistrumorsaboutGeraldoand hissuccess.His successwhich
hasbeenfounded,ashis largeandloyal customerbaseknow,by a friendly welcoming
attitude atis family basedrestaurantandtirelesshardwork.

If Geraldolooseshis liquor licensebasedon two incidenceswhich seemto havebeen
completelyimpossiblefor him to control, I think it would becompletelyunfair. His



restaurantis alwaysfilled with local families.I’ve seenGeraldoshutpeopleoff you seem
drunkandI know he andhis stafftakethat responsibilityseriously.
I urgeanyonewho is presentandlikesGeraldo’srestaurantandknow his friendly
responsiblehardworkingnatureto standup andexpressit, soit is known.

And, I urgethoseofyou who aremaking adecisionin thismatter,to look into your
heartsanderaseanypreconceivednotionsthatmight exist andrecognizewhatGeraldo
MirandahasgivenActon,Which is awarmcomfortableandvibrantmeetingplacefor
the communityto interact. Placesofthis quality areveryrare.Pleasedon’t drivehim out
ofActon.

Thankyou for listening.


